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St John of Kronstadt - (1829-1908), Russian Orthodox archpriestSaint John of Kronstadt, born as

Ivan Ilyitch Sergieff, the son of poor peasant folk, was born on the 19th of October 1829 in the little

village of Soura, in the province of Arkhangelsk in the far north of Russia. His parents, poor and

simple though they were, took great pains with his education, both spiritual and temporal. From

school, where he had gone to the top of his class, he went to the seminary. From there he was sent

in 1851, at government expense, to the Theological Academy of Saint Petersburg. While he was

there his father died, and it was with great thankfulness to God that he accepted the post of

registrar.Having considered becoming a monk, and going to eastern Siberia as a missionary, he

came to the conclusion that there were many people around him as unenlightened as any pagan,

and he decided to work for their salvation, after a dream in answer to prayer, in which he saw

himself officiating in some unknown cathedral.Soon after completing his studies he married

Elisabeth, daughter of the Archpriest K. P. Nevitzki, and he was ordained priest in December 1855.

Appointed as assistant priest at Saint Andrew's Cathedral, Kronstadt, when he entered it for the first

time he recognized it as the church he had seen in his dream; and there, first as curate, and

afterwards as rector, he served throughout the fifty-three years of his ministry. Cherishing a lofty

ideal of the priestly vocation, he continued nightly to study and pray that he might perfect himself in

it, while during the day he devoted himself to the many poor of his parish.Father John, whose

predecessors, apparently, had hardly even dared to penetrate the worst parts of the town, spent

much of his time there, striving to heal bodies and souls alike, attracting to himself first the children,

and then, through them, their parents. Often he found no time to eat until the late evening, and even

then he would sometimes be summoned out again, and not return before the small hours; he gave

away his own shoes, he gave away the housekeeping money: his wife gradually accustomed

herself to it, and finally became something like his keeper.
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This has been my favorite book to read lately. It's perfect if you want to fire up the passion to want to

reconnect with God. I love that it's written in a way that is so easy to understand yet each word will

pierce through your heart with sincerity. It is one of my top recommended spiritual books now.

I love this book. I am reading it slowly for all the nuggets of spirituality it contains. This requires

reading and then pondering on what you just read. But it's definitely worth it.

Its the best.. My feeble words couldn't begin to describe or critique this work. If your a christian

seeking spiritual blessing, admonishment, clarity, health,:read this and be awed.

"My Life in Christ, or Moments of Spiritual Serenity and Contemplation, of Reverent Feeling, of

Earnest Self-Amendment, and of Peace in God" is very dear to me. I am unable to explain, but can

only say, "If you want deep, spiritual reflections, purchase this book!"My Life in Christ, or Moments

of Spiritual Serenity and Contemplation, of Reverent Feeling, of Earnest Self-Amendment, and of

Peace in God

This is a Christian classic. A diary in the life in Christ, addressing all sorts of temptations, doubts,

and problems.If you're a Christian, get it and read it. It's best taken just reading one entry per day...

There is a great deal of spirituality in this book and much to learn about devoting one's life to the

savior and becoming a true servant of God.



This book is very uplifting and encouraging. Read it daily and you will be spiritually stronger. This is

a classic and will be for a very long time.

As a priest one of the greatest books I ever read.
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